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ABSTRACT

Introduction:Childsexualoffencesaswellasneglectisoneofthemostprevalentand
crucialsocialissueworldwide.Thechildsexualabuseisanoffencewhichiscommonly
under-reportedinIndia.ltisfoundthatmorethan3millionchildrenbecomevictim
ofabuseeachyear.!Manymorecasesamongthemareunreported. Thenewlyadopted
POCSOACct,2012dealswithallformsofsexualabuseof childrenandtheprinciples
tohandlethe childinasystematicway and itisthe mostdetailed law regarding this
problem. The current study aims to analyze the level of knowledge &attitude and
awarenessaboutvariouspracticalissuesof CSAincontextofthe POCSOAct,2012.
Methods: This is a questionnaire-based study conducted amongst the Medical
practitioners of Ahmednagar city. A questionnaire was prepared on Google form
consistingof10questionsaboutPOCSOAct2012.About157medical practitioners
from Ahmednagar city participated in study. The questionnaire distributed to the
doctors &itwas focused onknowledge, understanding, theirattitude,and practice
towardchildabuseand POCSOAct2012.Result: Outoftotal 10questionsaverage
pointsscoredwas6.11/10.Mostdisappointingobservationmadeismajorly57%RMP
doesn’tknowaboutthepunishmentifhe/shefailstoreportthecaseunderPOCSOAct.
Conclusion: Thestudyshowed thatknowledge&attitudeabout POCSOAct2012
amongstmedicalpractitionerinAhmednagarcitywassatisfactory.Butinadditionto
strengtheningoflegislature,moreindepthknowledgeregardingchildsexualabuse
amongmedicalprofessionalswillhelptoeradicatethissensitivechildhoodsocialissue.

INTRODUCTION

hild sexual offences as well as neglect is one of the most prevalent and

crucialsocialissueworldwide.Thechildsexualabuseisanoffencewhich

iscommonlyunder-reportedinIndia.ltisfoundthatmorethan3million
childrenbecomevictimofabuseeachyear.'WorldHealthOrganization(WHO)
definesChildSexualAbuseas“Theinvolvementofachildinsexualactivitythat
heorshedoesnotfullycomprehend,isnotabletogiveinformedconsentto,orfor
whichthechildisnotdevelopmentallypreparedandcannotgiveconsent,orthat
violates the laws of society or social taboos™.?
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