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��V�UDF�

Tribal� totemism� is� a� cultural� phenomenon� that� is� deeply� rooted� in� their� societies.� It�
HQ��P����H����P�OH�� ��PE�O������WHP���KH�H���H�������Q�P�O����O�QW������Q�W���O�HOHPHQW��
�H�YH����HPEOHP���H��H�HQW�Q���Q�H�W��O���QQH�W��Q���GHQW�W����QG������W��O�EHO�H������WHP����H�
�HYH�HG���������W��O�HQW�W�H����H��H�HQW�Q������QQH�W��Q�W���Q�H�W����W��G�W��Q���QG�WKH�Q�W���O�
���OG���KH��K���H����W�WHP����W�����OO�����WHG��Q�P�WK�O�����O��W���H�����K��W�����O�HYHQW����QG�
it� serves�as�a� symbol�of� identity,� kinship,� and�shared�values�within� the� tribal�communities.�
Totem�is�given�special�importance�in�the�Korku�tribe.�Korku�always�remains�alert�and�devoted�
to� their� totems.�The�Korku� tribe�believes� that� their�origin� is�based�on�a�particular� totem,�so�
they�think�that�totem�has�a�wonderful�power�that�protects�and�warns�them�in�times�of�trouble.�
�YHQ��� ��H������PH����H� �������WHG���WK��� W�WHP�P���EH�����HP�Q�W��Q� ��� ��PH�HYHQW���KH�
Korku�people�consider�that�the�totem�is�inhabited�by�a�supernatural�power�that�controls�their�
social�life.�In�Korku�society,�women�often�have�totem�symbols�tattooed�on�different�parts�of�
their�body,�especially�on�their�hands.�Korku�follows�all�the�rules�and�prohibitions�related�to�
his�totem�very�sincerely.�Like�many�other�tribes,�Korku�also�has�beliefs�related�to�the�origin�of�
WKH�W�WHP�

.H��RUGV��Spiritual�Beliefs;�Religious�Symbols;�Supernatural�Power;�Clan;�Melghat�Region.

,1�52'8&�,21

�he�Korku�is�one�of�the�largest�tribe�in�Madhya�
Pradesh� and� Maharashtra.� In� comparison�

to� Maharashtra,� the� Korku� tribe� is� more� widely�
distributed�in�Madhya�Pradesh.�They�are�residing�
in� the� districts� of� Betul,� Khandwa� (early� East�
Nimar),� Devaas,� Chhindwara,� Narmadapuram�
(early� Hosangabaad),� and� Sehore� in� Madhya�
���GH�K�� 0D�DVL�� �D�DULD�� �R�GH�D�� ��� �RSFKH��
�QG� 5�PD� ��H� WKH� ����� ���P���� HQG���P����
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clans� that�make�up� the�Korku� tribe� (Singh,� 1998).�
�KH� WK�HH� ��PP�Q�W�H�� ��� 0D�DVL�� �D�DULD�� �QG�
�RSFKH� ��H� G���H��HG� WK����K��W� WKH� G��W���W��
of� Narmadapuram,� Chhindwara,� Betul,� and�
Panchmadhi�areas�in�Madhya�Pradesh�respectively.�
With�the�exception�of�these�three�Ruma�community,�
is�reside�in�Maharashtra's�Amravati�district.�Korku�
tribe�is�geographically�spread�in�Amravati,�Akola,�
Gadchiroli,�Nandura�districts�of�Maharashtra�and�
�HW�O�� .K�QG���� �KK�QG������ ���K�Q��E�G��
Burhanpur,�Nepanagar,�Harda,�Dewas,�Khatgaon,�
Panchmarhi,� and� Pipariya� districts� of� Madhya�
Pradesh,�or�it�is�also�found�in�limited�areas�of�Indian�
states�like�Assam,�Chhattisgarh,�and�Jharkhand.

Korku� belongs� to� the� Munda� group� of� the�
Austroasiatic�family.�It�is�a�tribe�of�the�Munda�or�Kol�
��������KH����W�.RUR����.�U��PH�Q���PD�’�and�takes�
the� plural� marker-kuto� mean� ‘people’� (Nagaraja,�
1985).� Thus,� the� word� Korku� is� a� masculine�
���G� WK�W� PH�Q�� ��� O�W� ��� �H��OH�� ��� ������� ���
�QG�Y�G��O�����K������K�P�Q�����������GG�H��HG����
Korku�too.�Another�meaning�of�the�word�Korku�is�
that�in�the�Korku�language,�.RUD�PH�Q�����WK����KH�
Korku�tribe�has�lived�in�the�middle�of�nature�since�
WKH� EH��QQ�Q��� ��� KH� ��WHQ� ��HG� W�� ����� WK����K�
QH����WK�� �����Q�� WK����K� WKH� ���H�W�� �QG� W��� W��
�H��K�K���GH�W�Q�W��Q���KH�P��Q����G��WK�W���HG�W��
be� known,� even� in� those� unknown� places�where�
there�was�no�way,� the�Korku�used� to�make�roads�
����WKHP�HOYH���QG��H��K�WKH���GH�W�Q�W��Q����H��O���
called� ‘Korku’.� The� forests� of� the�Melghat� region�
mainly�have�the�abode�of�the�Korku� tribes,�which�
���H�� WKH� EH�W� H��P�OH� ��� O�Y�Q�� �� �H�P�QHQW� O��H�
����QG�WKH����H�W����KH���HW�W���HH��Q��Q��YH��Q��
�HQ�H���� EHO�Q��Q�� �Q� WKH�H� ���H�W����K��K� ����K��
WKH�H� ��Q� �W�OO� EH� �PPHQ�H� �H��H� EHW�HHQ� WKHP��
Even� today� in� this�region,� tribes�like�.RUN���1LKDO��
3DUGKL��*D�OL�(transferred�cattleman),��KLO�RU��KLODOD�
��� 7D�WWD�D� �KLO�� *R�G� or� Tanttaya� Gond� (Cow�
Guard),� 5DMJR�G�� HW��� K�YH� WKH��� ��Q� �QG��HQ����
or�folk�medical�knowledge,�which�external�people�
one� can� introduce�new�knowledge,� and� there� are�
P�Q��WK�Q���KH�H�WK�W�H�WH�Q�O�����HW����Q��Q��H��H�
its�knowledge�and�also�learn.�The�tribal�population�
residing� in� Melghat� has� a� very� diverse� and� rich�
cultural� heritage,� which� has� co-existed� with� the�
�ora�and�fauna�of�the�surrounding�forests.

According� to� anthropologists,� Totem� and� Clan�
��H��HO�WHG���K�������O�Q����������������HO�W�YH����WK�
�Q�O�QH�O� GH��HQW�� W�����OO�� ��Q���W�Q�� ��� WHQ� ���
P��H��HQH��W��Q����K��H�PHPEH����HHO�WKH��K�YH���
��PP�Q��Q�H�W���E�W���H��Q�EOH�W����H�H�W��HWKH��
their� lineage.� As� a� focal� point� for� community�
identi�cation,� totems� are� frequently� connected� to�
plants�or�animals.�From�a�tribal�perspective,�totems�

are�just�titles,�like�*RWUD�����O�Q��EH�W��HG�E��WKH���
�Q�H�W���� W�� KHO�� WKHP� P��QW��Q� WKH��� �GHQW�W��
�QG��K��K� WKH������� �Q� W�� WKH��� ����HQ�� W�� KHO��
them� obtain� a� rightful� place� in� society� (Tripathi,�
2018).� The�word� totem�originates� from�2MLE�H���Q�
Algonquin� tribe� of�Northern�America,� and� refers�
to�an�object�of�an�animal�or�a�plant�(Bongo,�2008).�
According� to� Webster's� dictionary,� totem� means�
"a� natural� object,� usually� an� object� (such� as� an�
animal�or�plant)�serving�as�the�emblem�of�a�family�
or� clan� and�often� as� a� reminder� of� its�ancestry.� It�
is� a� means� of� personal� or� spiritual� identity.”� A�
W�WHP��������PE�O����E�H�W��H��H�HQW�Q�����H���Q����
��������EHO�H����Y�O�H������ �GHQW�W����KH�H���PE�O��
��W� ��� �� Y����O� O�Q����H� ���� WKH� W�H�� WK�W� E�QG�
communities.� Totems� are� not� just� works� of� art;�
WKH�� �O��� �H��H�HQW� ��PP�Q�W�� ��KH���Q�� P���O�
values,� and� spiritual� ties.�Nowadays,� any� symbol�
��� �WHP� WK�W�K������W���O���PH�Q�Q����� �H��H�HQW��
���HW�����K��HG�Y�O�H���Q������W���O����HWW�Q�����P�
�������WH� ��OW��H� W�� �H���Q�O� ��PE�O��P���Q� EH�
referred�to�as�a�"totem"�in�some�settings.�According�
to� anthropologist�Levi-Strauss,� totemic� beliefs� are�
�QW����WH� PHQW�O� ��Q�W���W�� WK�W� �OO��� �H��OH� W��
��WH�����H� WKH� ��P��QHQW�� ��� WKH��� ��OW��H� �QG�
make� connections� between� them� and� the� natural�
���OG����WHP��P������EHO�H�����WHP�WK�W��������W��HG�
WK����K��W� P��K� ��� WKH� ���OG� �QG� ���H�W�� ��
relationship� between� social� groupings� (like� clans�
or� lineages)� and� natural� elements� (like� plants� or�
animals).� Alternatively� said,� a� totem� is� the� spirit,�
K�O�� �WHP�� ��PE�O�� ��� HPEOHP� ��� �� �H��OH� ������
WK�W�K�OG�����W���O���PH�Q�Q���Q�W��E�O�O��H�� ���K���
family,�clan,� lineage,� or� tribe.�For� them,�a� totemic�
�gure,�symbol,�mark,�letter,�ideogram,�or�any�other�
�GHQW�W��� HW���� ��� �� �HP�QGH�� ��� WKH��� P�WK�O�����O�
history�or�lineage.�An�animal,�bird,�or�other�natural�
�KHQ�PHQ�Q�����������WHG���WK����O�Q����O�QH��H��Q�
�� �����W��O�� �HO�������� �����O�� �QG� ��OW���O� P�QQH��
(Goswami,� 2018).� The� Korku� tribe's� totems,� like�
-DP��NDU� �QG� 6HPDONDU�� ��H� Q�PHG� ��WH�� W�HH���
GHP�Q�W��W�Q��K���WKH�����OW��H��QG�HQY���QPHQW�
are� integrated.� In�Korku�society,�surnames� tied� to�
totems�are�not�standardized;�the�same�totem�can�be�
�������WHG���WK�P�OW��OH����Q�PH��

2EMHFWL�HV

�� ���O���Q�� WKH� K��W�����O� HY�O�W��Q� ���
W�WHP��� W��G�W��Q��� W����Q�� WKH��� �����Q�� �QG�
development� in� Korku� tribe.� Also,� explore�
K��� W�WHP��� W��G�W��Q�� K�YH� �G��WHG� ���
HY�OYHG��YH�� W�PH� �QG� ��Q��GH��Q�� ��OW���O�
�K��W��

�� ���O���Q�� WKH� ��OW���O� �QG� �����W��O�
signi�cance�of�totems�within�the�Korku�tribe,�
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�O���H��O���Q��K���WKH�����PE�O����QW��E�WH�
W�� WKH��� �GHQW�W��� EHO�H�� ���WHP��� �QG� �����O�
��KH���Q�

�� Understand�the�origin�of�the�myths,�legends,�
�QG� �W���H�� �������WHG� ��WK� WKH� ��H�W��Q� ���
speci�c� totems� and� examine� how� Korku�
����HW�� �QWH���HW� �QG� �WW��E�WH� ��PE�O���
signi�cance�to�totemic�elements,�and�discuss�
WKH�Y����W��Q���Q���PE�O��P����������OW��H��

METHODOLOGY

The�present�paper�is�a�qualitative�research,�which�
based�on�an�Ethnographic�study�of�the�Korku�tribe.�
Where� snowball� sampling,� like� non-probability�
��P�O�Q���������HG�W���GHQW������WHQW��O������H������
the� subject.�Also,Participant� observation,� in-depth�
interviews� with� Korku� people,� and� participation�
at�cultural�events�are�all�components�of��eldwork.�
2��O� K��W���H�� �QG� W��G�W��Q�O� Q����W�YH�� ��H�
�P���W�QW������H������Q���P�W��Q�WK�W�HQK�Q�H�WKH�
�QGH��W�QG�Q�� ��� WKH��� W�WHP��� �����Q��� ��PE�O���
PH�Q�Q�����QG���OW���O��GHQW�W������HP�K����H�WKH�
value�of�lived�experiences�and�cultural�quirks�in�the�
�QWH���HW�W��Q����W�WHP���W��G�W��Q���WKH��W�G����YH��
priority� to� the� voices� and� opinions� of� the� Korku�
��PP�Q�W��

6WXG���UHD

The� �eldwork� was� conducted� on� the� Korku�
tribe;� a� multitudinous� tribe� of� Amravati� district�
of�Maharashtra.�Data�was�collected�from�different�
villages�of�Dharni�block�and�Melghat� region.� It� is�
also�a�sub-district�of�Amravati�district.

0�WKV�DERXW�2ULJLQ�RI��ODQ�RU�7RWHP�RI�.RUNX

�KH��H���Q����� WKH�GHYHO��PHQW� ��� �O�Q�� �Q� WKH�
Korku� tribe� was� an� attempt� to� avoid� marriages�
among�blood�relatives.�Two�folk�stories�are�mainly�
prevalent�in�Korku�society�regarding�the�origin�of�
their�totem.�The��rst�myth�is�that,�“In�the�beginning,�
when�all�the�children�of�Korku�reached�adolescence,�
WKH����H���O�GH���H��EH��Q�W���Q��H��H��2Q�H��OO�WKH�
E�����QG����O��K�G���QH�W��WKH� ���H�W�W����W����G�
�QG� �KHQ� WKH�� �H��KHG� �Q� GHQ�H� ��H��� ��� ���H�W��
WKH�� �W��WHG� KH���Q�� G���H�HQW� W��H�� ��� ���QG���
Attracted�by�these�voices,�the�girls�started�running�
�Q�WK�W�G��H�W��Q�������W�����Q��WKH����H���O�GH���H���
��W�� �KH�HYH�� �KH� �HQW�� �QO�� KH�� E��WKH�� ����
Y���EOH���KH�H���HQH��K�G��W���HG�WKH��H���O�GH���H��
�����Q���Q�K���P�QG���KHQ���GGHQO�����W��Q���W��P�
started� coming� there.� Due� to� this,� all� the� people�
present�there�hid�somewhere�out�of�fear.�Some�hid�

�QGH��WKH����O����PH��QGH����W�HH����PH���YHG�WKH���
O�YH��E��K�G�Q���Q�WKH�OH�YH����QG���PH���YHG�WKH���
O�YH�� E�� K�G�Q���QGH�� WKH� ��������KHQ� WKH� �W��P�
�W���HG��HYH���QH���PH���W����WKH����O��H���QG�PHW�
each�other.�After�meeting,�everyone�inquired�about�
each�other's�well-being�and�asked�who�was�hiding�
where.�So�everyone�one�by�one�started�telling�their�
hiding� place.�At� that� very� moment� they� realized�
WK�W�WKH�Q�W���O�HOHPHQW��WK�W�K�G���YHG�WKHP��H�H�
probably� their� ancestors”.� From� then� until� today,�
WKH�� �W��WHG�K�Y�Q�� �H��H�W� �QG� �HYH�HQ�H� ���� WKH�
natural�elements�that�had�saved�his�life.�At�present,�
WKH�GHWH�P�Q�W��Q����WKH�����W����QG�W�WHP����E��HG�
�QO���Q�WKH�Q�PH�����Q�W���O�HOHPHQW��

The� second�myth� is� that,“When� humans� were�
E��Q�� WKH�H��H�H�YH��� �H���H��OH� �Q� WKH��� �������
�KHQ� WKH�� �H��KHG� �G�OH��HQ�H�� WKH� �HHO�Q�� ���
sexual�lust�and�desire�was�awakened�in�them.�But,�
due� to� their� common� origin,� they�had� a� brother-
���WH�� �HO�W��Q�K���� �KHQ� WKH��� P�QG�� �W��WHG�
�HWW�Q�� G��W��EHG� G�H� W�� O��W�� WKH�� �OO� W��HWKH��
went� to� their� favorite� god� or� deity,� 'Mahadev’�
aka� Lord� Shiva.� Everyone� narrated� their� pain� to�
Mahadev,�and�he�listened�to�them.�After�listening,�
he�closed�his�eyes�and�took�a�breath�twice�or�four�
times.�After� some� time,� he� transformed� him� into�
a�huge�tiger.�Mahadev,�who�was�in�the�form�of�a�
tiger,� roared� and� roared� loudly.� Just� by� his� roar,�
WKH�H��WK�W�HPEOHG���QG�O��G����QG���H�H�KH��G��Q�
all�directions.�Seeing� this�situation,�all� the�people�
present� there� started� running� here� and� there.� In�
WK������K�����H������PH�QH��O�PEHG���W�HH����PH�QH�
K�G� �QGH�� WKH� ������� ��PH�QH� ��P�HG� �QW�� WKH�
��WH�����PH�QH��HQW��QW����YH����QG���PH�QH�K�G�
in�the�cracks�of�the�ground.�Everyone�saved�their�
lives�by�hiding�somewhere.�After�some�time,�when�
WKH� �K�OH� �WP���KH�H� ��OPHG� G��Q�� HYH���QH�
��PH���W����WKH���K�G�Q���O��H��QG���WKH�HG��W�WKH�
��PH� �O��H� ���P��KH�H� HYH���QH� K�G� �H����WHG��
Mahadev� had� also� come� in� his� real� form;� he�
called� everyone� to� himself.� He� said,� I� thought� a�
O�W��E��W������H��OH��QG�K�G�GHO�EH��WHO�����H�G�
this� illusion� only� for� your� bene�t.� If� all� of� you�
answer� my� questions� correctly,� only� then� will�
I� show� you� the� right� path.� Everyone�bowed� and�
greeted� Mahadev.� Now� Mahadev� started� asking�
this�question� to�every�person:� 'Where�did�you�go�
and� hide?'� So� everyone� took� turns� telling� about�
their� hidden� places.� At� the� same� time,�Mahadev�
determined� their� ‘Gotras’� (Clan’s�or�Totems).� For�
example,�if�someone�climbs�a�Jamun�tree,�his�clan�
is� 'Jambu',�the�clan�of�those�who�hide�in�the�bush�
is� 'Jhara',� those� who� hide� in� leaves,� their� clan� is�
'Sakom',�those�who�hide�in�water,�and�their�clan�is�
���Q�����KH��H��OH�EHO�Q�HG� W�� WKH� �.�QG������W����
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After� determining� the� gotra,�Mahadev� explained�
W��HYH���QH�WK�W��������Q�P������Q��QH����P��Q��
�WKH�� ��W��� H��H�W� WKH� ��PH� ��W��� �QG� ��Q� �O���
ful�ll� your� sexual� satisfaction,� and� through� this,�
you� can� also� take� your� lineage� forward’.� After�
listening�to�Mahadev's�order,�everyone�came�back�
���P�WKH�H��QG��W��WHG��GHQW����Q��WKHP�HOYH����WK�
WK�W����W���O�����W������K�����QW�Q�H��W��H���W�HYHQ�

today.�It� is�said�that�a�peacock�protected�a�Korku�
from�a�snake�attack;�hence,�the�patronymic�symbol�
��� WKH� ��Q�H�QHG� ������ ��� ��Q��GH�HG� W�� EH� WKH�
peacock,� L�H�,� the� dynasty� peacock.� Many� stories�
�HO�WHG�W����W��� ��PE�O����H���HY�OHQW��P�Q��WKH�
Korku’s,�which�proves�how�different�types�of�gotra�
��PE�O��K�YH�EH��PH�Y�O�G�

.RUNX��R�HP 0HDQLQJ�RU�6�P�ROV�RI��KH��R�HP�V 6XUQDPH

�NKD�GL �KH�P��Q���OO����Q��K��K�WKH�K���H��H�W�� �NKD�GL���NKD�GH��/RNKD�GH

�HWKH�6RVR �K��� ��� ���KLO�D� WUHH�� �KH��� �HG�� ��H� ��OOHG� �6RVR� �DLW�D���
��W�Q���W������W��QG����O��Q���W����O����H����WKP��

6RVR�� �KLO�D�� �HWKH�� �DUDVNDU�� �HWKHNDU�� �HOVDUH��
�KLOD�HNDU

.DDVGD Soil .DVD��.DVHNDU��.DDVGD��.DDVGHNDU

�WWDNRP ��� �WWDNRP

6DNRP Leaf��of�6DJD����7HDN�W�HH�����HWHO�OH�� 6DNRP��6DNRPNDU��3DD�NDU��3DD�VH��3DDOYL��6DNRPH��
6D�DONDU

-KDDUD�-KDDGD ����� -KDDGHNDU�-KDDUHNDU��-KDD�DUNDU��-DD�DUNDU

.DODP One�kind�of�a�tree .DOPH��.DODP��.DODPNDU

.DMOLD One�kind�of�a�tree .DDMOH��.DMHONDU��.DDMOLD

&K�WK�U A�bird�like�a�woodpecker &K�W�U��&K�W�UH��&KDW�UNDU

-DDPE� Blackberry�tree -DDPEH��-DDP��NDU��-DDPEHNDU

0DD�VL ��WH��E���O��G���QG�WK�QGH��Q� 0D�VLN��0D�DVNDU��0D�DVH��0DD�VL

7DDNKHU ����PEH� 7DDNKHU��7KDDNUH��7KDN�U

6KLO� A�type�of�soft�tree 6HO���6KHORNDU��6DDOYH��6LOD�HNDU��6HO�NDU��6HOHNDU

7RWD Stick�of�Barley,�Corn�and�-R�GUD��O�QW� 7RWH��'KRWH��'KD�GH��7D�GLO��7DD�GLO��7DD�GLONDU

'KLNDU River�fish 'KLNDU��'DKLNDU��'KLNDDUH��'LNDDU��5DD�H��'KLJDDU��
3DWRUNDU

'DUVKLPD Ficus�tree 'DDUVLPEH

�K�V�P �RVDL�W�HH��K��K�������QG��Q�WKH����H�W�����O�����OOHG��RVHHL��
korku�dialect.

�K�V�P���K�V�PNDU���KDDVNDU

�K�VDULD A�kind�of�vine �K�VDULD

0RUHUD�D��0DUD Peacock 0DUD��0RUH��0RUHUD�D

.RO�D .R�DODUL��D�YHJHWDEOH�W�HH .RO�D

.KHUD A�local�tree�which�is�very�strong .KHULD

&KD�JUL Forest�grass &KRJUL��&KD�JUH��&KD�JUL��&K�JUL

&KHNKUHM Local�tree &KHNKUHM

/RER Local�tree /RER��&KRERORER��/L�DVNDU

'KDDSGL River�bank 'KDDSGL

7DD�JGL Net�or�Trap 7DD�JGL

'KDD�JGL Grass�of�the�river�bank 'KDD�JGL

&KLODDWL �K��Q��W�HH &KLOODWH��&KLODWUH��&KLOKDDUH��6LODDWL

8VUDD�YD ���G����O 8VUDD�YD

6�WDDU 6�WDDU�W�HH 6�WDU��6RRWDU��6�WDDU

6LOP�D Flat�stone�fors�washing�cloths 6LOL�D��3DDWKRUNDU��3DWRUNDU

�DFKKD� ��OO �DFKKD�LD

.DVD�GL ���WKHQ���W .DVD�GL

.D�VDO ����� .D�VDO

3H�GUD Forest�tree 3H�GUD

6LODDUL A�tree 6LODDUL
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6RXUFHV��https://www.mapso�ndia.com/maps/maharashtra/tehsil/amravati.html

7RWHPV�RU��ODQV�RI�WKH�.RUNX�7ULEH

The� study� of� the� Korku� tribe's� clan� totems� is�
fascinating.� The� Korku� tribe� de�nes� a� totem� as�
�� ���WHP� ��� P���O� �EO���W��Q�� �QG� ����Q��P�O�
��QY��W��Q�� WK�W� ��H�WH�� �� K�O�� �QG� ����Q��P�O�
bond�between�people�and�other�natural�objects.�A�
W�WHP������W��H������OOH�W�YH��GHQW�W���P�Q���H��OH�
that,� according� to� some� beliefs,� honors� a� speci�c�
�Q�P�O�� ��YH��� Y�QH�� W�HH�� �O�QW�� ��� OH��� E�� �HH�Q��
�W���� WKH����G�O���� �H��H�HQW�W��Q���� WKH����O�Q�������
��PE�O� ��� WKH��� ��P�O��� ��WHP� ��� K��KO�� Y�O�HG�
among�the�Korku�tribe.�Korku�treats�the�totem�with�
respect�and�is�constantly�on�guard.�Consequently,�
Q�QH����WKHP�HYH��G���H��H�W��WKH��O�Q���W�WHP���QG�
they�all�fervently�preserve�and�honor� their�totem-
�HO�WHG� ��PE�O��� �KH� W�WHP� ��� �H��H�YHG� E�� WKHP�
��� ����H���Q�� �P���Q�� �E�O�W�H�� WK�W� �K�HOG� WKHP�
���P� K��P� �QG� �OH�W� WKHP� W�� �P�HQG�Q�� HYHQW���
Its�particular� utterance� is� considered� a� prophecy.�
The�Korku�people� think� that�a�supernatural� force�
WK�W� ��YH�Q�� WKH��� �����O� O��H� �H��GH�� ��WK�Q� WKH�
W�WHP�� ���WHP�� ��� WKH� �E�H�W� ��� WKH��� ���W���O���
awe,� devotion,� and� respect.� In� the� Korku� tribe,�
W�WHP���H�H�GHYHO��HG� ��� ��PH�Q����� ��HYHQW�Q��

blood� relatives� from� marrying;� as� a� result,� there�
are� a� total� of� 36� clans�or� totems� (Patil,� 1993).� The�
Q�W���O�HQY���QPHQW�K����� �W��Q�H�� ��QQH�W��Q� W��
the�Korku�people's�totems�than�do�living�creatures�
and�material�possessions.�The�Korku�people�do�not�
damage,� cut,� or� set� �re� to� their� totems.� Since� the�
Korku�totem�Takher�is�linked�to�the�cucumber�vine,�
�W�� PHPEH��� H�W� ����PEH��� �Q�WH�G� ��� K��P�Q��
the�plant.�The�Jambu�totem�people�are�likewise�in�
a� comparable� condition.� The� word� Jambu� comes�
from�the�blackberry,�or�Jamun.�Korku�totem�names�
��H� GH��YHG� ���P� Q�PH�� ��� W�HH��� ����W��� OH�YH���
�Q�P�O���E��G�����H�W��H��� ��YH����P��QW��Q����������
�QG����O�������G�Q��W���W���H�����P�WK���E��W�WKHP��
The� list�of�Korku's� totems,�meanings,� or� symbols,�
along�with�their�surnames,�is�as�follows:

7RWHPLF�DQG�FODQ�UHODWHG�EHOLHIV�DQG�UHVWULFWLRQV

A�clan�consists�of�all�the�blood�relatives�from�one�
P�WKH���������WKH������GH�����QQ�Q��P�Q��O�QH��H���
An� extensive� family� tree� is� called� a� clan.� Any�
W�Q��EOH� �E�H�W�� ��H�W��H�� E��G�� �Q�P�O�� W�HH�� �O�QW��
����WKH��Q�W���O��E�H�W�WK�W����O�Q�EHO�HYH���W�K�����
���H�Q�W���O� �HO�W��Q�K��� ��WK�� ��WK�Q� WKH� W��EH��
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a�clan� is� regarded�as�a� totem.�Korku�concurs� that�
WKH�H� Q�W���O� ���W���� ��H� �KH�H� WKH�� �����Q�WHG��
Korku�prohibits�marriage�within� the� same� family�
because� of� this� inherent� totem� system.� Since� one�
�O�Q�K������W��QH�W�WHP��P������H�������E�GGHQ�HYHQ�
in� cases� where� two� Korku� tribes� share� the� same�
totem.�Individuals�who�follow�the�same�totem�are�
Q�W��OO��HG�W��EH�P����HG� W���QH��Q�WKH��EH����H�
WKH��Y�H��H��K��WKH�����E��WKH����QG����WH������WK�
�K�P� HYH��� �O�Q�PHPEH�� �K��H�� �� ����HG� E�QG��
It� creates�moral� ties�among�clan�members.�People�
�K��G���EH��W�WHP�����OH�����H������O�G�������Y�O��
The� totem� is� respected;� therefore� people� grieve�
when� it� passes� away.� Korku� expresses� gratitude�
W�� WKHP� �QG� ����K���� WKH� ��PE�O�� ��� WKH��� �O�Q��
For�example,�".DVD�GL�V�do�not�kick�earthen�pots,"�
�-DPE�MR�V�G��Q�W�H�W�MDP���EODFNEHUU������W����6KLO��V�
do�not�climb�Marigold�trees,"�and�".DVDGD�V�G��Q�W�
smear�them�with�black�mud."�During�holidays�and�
�WKH����H���O�HYHQW���W�WHP����P��H����H�G���O��HG�
�Q�WKH�K�PH���QG���PHQ��HW�W�WW�������WKH����O�Q���
��PE�O���OO��YH�� WKH���E�G�H���2Q�WKH���OO����� WKH�
home,� totems� are� created� in� the� style� of� graf�ti.�
�KH� �6LGROL�0D�GDV����H����YHG���WK� �O�Q�HPEOHP��
by� the�Korku� people.� By� engraving� clan� insignia�
�Q� WKH� ��OO�����0D�GDV� P��QW��Q� �� ��QQH�W��Q� W��
WKH��� �Q�H�W����� �YH��� �OG�� W��G�W��Q�O� ��PP�Q�W��
H�K�E�W��WK���

&21&/86,21

Totem� holds� a� particular� place� of� signi�cance�
among�the�Korku�tribe.�Korku�treats�the�totem�with�
respect�and�is�constantly�on�guard.�Consequently,�
WKH�� ��P�OHWHO�� ���H����G� �QG� K�Q��� WKH��� W�WHP�
emblems,�and�no�Korku�ever�disobeys�their�clan's�
totem.� They� think� that� the� totem,� and� even� the�
��PE�O���K�YH���P�����O�����E�O�W��WK�W�P������Q�
WKHP�����P�HQG�Q��G�Q�H������WH�W�WKHP��Q�W�PH�����
QHHG���QG�WK�W�WKH�W�WHP������W���O����WWH��Q�H������
����KH�����KH��QHYH���HYH���WWHP�W�W��EHO�WWOH�WKH���
totemic� emblems;� even� if� they� happen� to� glance�
���Q�WKH���W�WHP��WKH���W�OO�����HHG��QG����H������O�WH�
�Q��E�H�Y�Q�H����WKH�W�WHP�������HGQH�����KH�H���H��
it�is�deemed�sinful�to�kill,�injure,�and�consume�the�
meat� of� related� animals� and� birds.� For� the� most�
part,�it�quali�es�as�a�criminal�offense.�Relationships�
are�extremely�signi�cant�to�the�Korku�tribe.
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