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The� land� of� India� witnesses� numerous� distinct� folk� rituals� and� ceremonial� practices.�
Hakki�Pikki�belongs�to�a�semi-nomadic�tribal�group�that�migrates�from�one�place�to�another�
for� livelihood;� their�deities� also�migrate�along�with� them.�The�community� resided� in�dense�
��Q�OH�� ���� �� O�Q�� W�PH� �QG� ��H�WHG� �W�� �O�QW� �QG�KH�E�E��HG�PHG���QH� ���WHP���2QH���� WKH�
�����Q�W�Q�����H�W�����WKH���PP�Q�W�� ��� �W���������O��H��EHO�H�����QG�W��G�W��Q�O�����W��H���QG�
customs.�According�to�Hakki-Pikkis'�traditional�belief�systems�and�practices,�a�deity,�spirit,�or�
supernatural�being�is�the�stakeholder�of�the�sacred�offering�during�sacrificial�ritual�ceremonies.�
The�study�aims�to�know�about�the�origins�of�Hakki�Pikki�society,�way�of�life,�belief�systems,�
�����O�����W��H����QG���K�H�O���WKH�����W��H����������QG��K��O��K���W��O���Q�WKH���PP�Q�W��

.H��RUGV��Hakki�Pikki;�Gory�and�Ghoulish;�Beliefs;�Spirit;�Invoke;�Rituals.

,1�52'8&�,21

��Y�O���W��Q�� �H�YH� ��� �Q��E�W���� ���� WKH�
GHYHO��PHQW� ��� P�Q�� ��OW��H��� �QG� WKH�H�

K�YH� OH�W� WKH��� ��OW���O� H��HQ�H�� ���Q��� �QG�
fragrance�through�people�via�folklore�for�budding�

generations� to� enjoy� (Patil� and� Prabhakar,� 2023;�
Patil,�Prabhakar,�and�Karthik,�2023;�Prabhakar,�and�
Patil,�2023).

Ecological�con�guration�continues�to�in�uence�a�
society's�cultural�models�(Vidyarthi,�1963).�Diverse�
HWKQ����������� ��PP�Q�W�H����QG����WH����������H�
��HG�W����W���O�WH��QG��H��H�HQW�WKH�H���OW��H���QG�
���W�P��

The�world�is�the�habitat�for�a�wide�variety�of�folk�
���W�P���W��G�W��Q����QG���W��O����KH�H�KHO��K�P�Q��
��K�HYH�WKH������OGO��GH���H����K��K�GH���W�GHY�W��Q�
to�the�words�of�nature.�Across�the�globe,�an�array�of�
distinctive�folk�customs�and�rituals�thrive,�serving�
�����WK����������QG�Y�G��O��W�������H�WKH������OGO��
������W��Q���QG��OO��W��W�Q����GHH���H�WHG��HYH�HQ�H�
����WKH�K��P�Q�H�����Q�W��H�

Animal�scari�cation�rituals�are�common�practices�
�����HG���W����OG��GH�E��Q�PH�����HWKQ�����������
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�HQ��QHG� ����HW�H��� �QG� O���O� ��PP�Q�W�H���
Animal�sacri�ces�are� frequently�practiced�and�are�
GHH�O�� �Q����QHG� �P�Q�� WKH� �QG��HQ���� �H��OH��
of�Afro-American�and�African�faiths�(Marie,�2003),�
�O�Q�� ��WK� Q�PH����� �����O� ������� ������� WKH�
world.� The� Gadhimai� Fair� in� Nepal� traditionally�
involves� animal� sacri�ce� (Prakash,� December� 2,�
2019).�Western�Maharashtra's� sacred� groves� have�
an� animal� scari�cation� custom� for� female� deities�
(Gadgil�and�Vartak,�1975).

.�QGKHQ� ��GK��� ��G� ��� WKH� .�QW�P�O� �Q� WKH�
���GK� �H���Q� ��� 2������� �QG� �W�� �QQ��O� �Q�P�O�
scari�cation� rituals� (Archived,� March� 18,� 2012;�
Pasayat,� 2009)�The� religious�beliefs� of�Tabuh�Rah�
in�Balinese�Hinduism�and�its�scari�cation�customs�
(Jean� HW� DO�� 2008)� The� Santal� tribal� community�
practices� the� bird� scari�cation� custom� of� holy�
offerings� to� the� spirits� (Heitzman,� 1996).� Voodoo�
(vodou),� a� folk� religion� of� Haiti,� and� its� animal�
sacri�ce�(Kiev,�1962).�Animal�scari�cation�is�now�a�
common� practice� among�many� different� folk� and�
�HO�������������������PH�Q���������Q��K�P��H� W��
the�gods�and�spirits�(Supernatural�beings).

In� India,� it� is� paci�ed� in� Hinduism� and� is�
primarily� associated� with� the� cult� of� Shaktism�
(Mukhopadhyay,�2020).�It�is�strongly�rooted�in�local�
popular�or�tribal�traditions,�and�in�India,�these�are�
part�of�the�ancient�Vedic�religion�and�are�mentioned�
in�scriptures�such�as� the�Yajurveda�(Arthur,�1989;�
Arthur� and� Ralph,� 2013;� James,� 2002).� The� ritual�
practice�of�animal�scari�cation�is�observed�in�most�
of� the�villages� of� India,� and� these� are� the� annual�
scari�cation� customs� practiced� during� worship�
�H�HP�Q�H���Q�K�Q����������H���O��QG����������P��
���GH�W�H��

2Q�WKH�H��������Q����Q�P�O����H�GH����W�WHG��QG�
their�blood� is�offered� (James,�2002).� In�Sanskrit,� it�
��� ��OOHG� ��O��� �K��K� �Q� �W�� �����Q�PH�Q�� �W��E�WH��
���H��Q�������EO�W��Q���QG� �Q�O�GH��E�WK�YH�HW�EOH�
and�animal�oblations.�In�Hinduism,�it�is�known�as�
Jhatka�Bali�(Radhan,�2002;�Gopal�and�Madan,�1990).�

7KH�UHVHDUFK�SDSHU�LV�VWUXFWXUHG�LQ�WKH�IROOR�LQJ�
�D���The��rst�part�provides� detailed� information�
about�the�Hakki�Pikki�community.�The�second�part�
HO�E���WH���Q�WKH�������HW����������O��H��EHO�H�����QG�
����W��H����K�OH�WKH�O��W��H�W��Q����WKH����H��GH���W��
WKH���������QG��K��O��K��H�HP�Q��O���W��O�����W��H��

MATERIAL�AND�METHODS

�KH���H�HQW��H�H���K����H��������P���O��E��HG��Q�
qualitative� data,� which�utilises� both� primary� and�
secondary� sources� of� information.� The� required�

primary� data� was� gathered� through� �eldwork,�
�K�OH� WKH� �H��QG���� G�W�� �H�H� �EW��QHG� ���P�
existing� published� literature� on� the� Hakki-Pikki�
community.�Data�for�this�paper�were�derived�from�
the� folk� beliefs� of� the� community� residing� in� the�
Davanagere�district�in�the�state�of�Karnataka.

To� gather� detailed� information� on�Hakki-Pikki�
W��E�O���PP�Q�W����W��O�����W��H���W��G�W��Q���EHO�H��
���WHP����QG�����Q���QWK����O�����O�G�W����OOH�W��Q�
methods� of� qualitative� research� such� as� quasi-
���W�����QW� �E�H�Y�W��Q�� �Q�W���W��HG� �QWH�Y�H����
focus� group� discussions,� case� studies,� and� in-
GH�WK� �QWH�Y�H��PHWK�G���H�H���HG���O���G�W��Q��
��� �Q���P�W��Q��H�H��O���P�GH� WK����K���OOH�W�YH�
G��������Q����WK�HOGH��PHPEH������WKH���PP�Q�W��
to�understand�the�signi�cance�of�rituals�among�the�
��PP�Q�W��

(WKQR��LVWRU��RI�WKH��DNNL�3LNNL��RPPXQLW�

Hakki�Pikki�is�a�semi-nomadic�tribal�community�
WK�W� O�YH�� �Q� WKH� ���H�WHG� ��QH�� ��� WKH� �H�WH�Q�
and� southern� regions� of� the� Indian� subcontinent,�
mainly� found� in� the� state� of� Karnataka� (Drishti,�
April� 24,� 2023;�Vajiram� and�Ravi,�April�20,� 2023).�
They�migrated� from� northern� India� to� Karnataka�
��O�Q��W�PH�������QG�WKH��K�YH������K����O�K��W����
WK�W����W�����WKH������Q��K��W�������OW��H���QG������O�
practices� of� their� society.� The� word� Hakki� Pikki�
is� derived� from� the� Kannada� words� Hakki� and�
Pikki,� where� Hakki� stands� for� "Bird"� and� "Pikki"�
�W�QG�� ���� WKH� YH�E� �W�� ��W�K��� �KH� ��PP�Q�W�� ���
known�as�"bird�catchers,"�which�is�their�traditional�
occupation�(MLA,�April�21,�2023;�Drishti,�April�24,�
2023;�Vajiram�and�Ravi,�April�20,�2023).

The� community� is� known� by� different� names�
WK����K��W� WKH� ���QW���� Q�PHO�� �K�����EHWH�����
Guvvalulu,� Kurivikkaran,� Longoti� Pardhi,� Bagri,�
Melshikari,� Nakkala,� Gaypardhi,� Narikoravar,�
Kuruvikaran,� Narikurava� (in� Tamil� Nadu),� Osi�
Koravai,�Pittalollu,�Oachikorava,�Pittalulu,�Waggai,�
Haranashikari,� Pusalollu,� Vaghri� (in� Gujarat),�
Pashi� Pardhi,� Pashe� Pardi� (in� Maharashtra),�
Adavichencher,� Guvvalollu,� and� Shikari� (Joshua�
Project,�2023;�MLA,�April�21,�2023;�Vikhar,�April�24,�
2023;�Deepak�and�Sindhu,�2017).

According� to� the� Joshua� Project� (2023),� the�
community's� population� is� 30,200,� with� 29,000�
people�residing�across�various�Indian�states.�These�
states� include� Karnataka� (14,000),� Tamil� Nadu�
(7,800),�Andhra�Pradesh�(5,500),�Telangana�(1,500),�
and� Puducherry� (200),� respectively.�Additionally,�
1,200� people� reside� outside� India,� particularly� in�
countries�such�as�Sri�Lanka,�and�they�speak�Telugu�
as�their�mother�tongue.�Members�of�this�community�
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mainly� speak� the� Vaagribooli� dialect,� which� is�
similar� to� the� Gujarati� dialect.� The� Vaagribooli�
language� belongs� to� the� Indo-Aryan� language�
family�(MLA,�April�21,�2023).

At� present,� they� are� living� in� the� deep� forests�
of� the� southern� parts� of� India� and� depend� on�
forests� for� their� livelihood.� Hence,� they� speak�
Kannada,� Telugu,� Tamil,� and� Malayalam,� which�
are�regional�administrative�languages�(Deepak�and�
Sindhu,�2017).�As�per�the�2011�census�of�India,�the�
population�of�the�community�is�about�11,892�(but�in�
2001�it�was�8,414)�(MLA,�April�21,�2023;�Drishti�IAS,�
April�24,�2023;�Vikhar,�April�24,�2023).

Numerous� research� studies� have� reported� that�
WKH����H�.�K�W������������������W��E�O���PP�Q�W�H���
who� had� to�migrate� to� southern� India� after� their�
defeat�by�the�Mughal�kings�and�have�an�ancestral�
relationship�with� the� legendary�king�Rana�Pratap�
Singh� (Guruprasad� HW� DO.,� 2015;�Drishti� IAS,�April�
24,� 2023;� Deepak� and� Sindhu,� 2017).� After� the�
defeat�of�King�Maharana�Pratap�Singh�of�Mewara,�
the�community�broke�up�throughout�India�(Vikhar,�
April� 24,� 2023).� Despite� its� semi-nomadic� nature,�
WKH� ��PP�Q�W��K��� W��YHOOHG� W�� G���H�HQW����W�� ���
the�country�in�recent�decades�(MLA,�April�21,�2023).�
It�is�strongly�believed�that�the�community�is�native�
to�Gujarat�and�Rajasthan,�migrated�south�of� India�
through�Andhra�Pradesh,�and�settled�in�Karnataka�
a�long�time�ago�(Drishti,�April�24,�2023).

�KH� ��PP�Q�W�� ��� P��QO�� ��Q�HQW��WHG� �Q� WKH�
Shivamogga,�Davanagere,�Hassan,�Mysuru,�Ballari,�
Tumakuru,� Bangalore,� Mandya,� Chikkaballapur,�
and� Ramanagara� districts� of� Karnataka�
(Vikhar,� April� 24,� 2023;� MLA,� April� 21,� 2023;�
Deepak�and�Sindhu,�2017).�In�the�state�of�Karnataka,�
WKH� P�����W�� ��� WKH� ��PP�Q�W�� �H��GH�� �Q� ����O�
areas,�with�a�signi�cant�population�concentrated�in�
Hunsur�taluk�of�Mysore�district,�where�more�than�
500� of� them� live� in� enclosed� settlements� (Vikhar,�
April�24,�2023).

���O�H��� WKH�� �QK�E�WHG� WKH� GHQ�H� ���H�W�� ��� WKH�
Indian�subcontinent�and�sustained�their�livelihood�
E�� K�QW�Q�� E��G�� �QG� ��OG� �Q�P�O��� ���HYH���
they� moved� out� of� the� jungle� after� the� Indian�
��YH�QPHQW��P�OHPHQWHG����H�W�O����WK�W����W��OHG�
their� rights� over� jungle� produce.� In� the� 1970s,�
the� Indian� government� banned� the� trade� in� bird�
K�QW�Q���OH�G�Q��W��WKH���PP�Q�W�����HK�E�O�W�W��Q��
�KH�� �H�H� ����HG� W�� �HWWOH� �KH�HYH�� O�QG� ����
provided� to� them� and� subsequently� engaged� in�
various�jobs,�such�as�working�as�wage�labourers�in�
nearby� agricultural� �elds� and� sharpening� sickles�
and� knives�while� travelling� around� towns� (MLA,�
April�21,�2023).

During� the� British� reign,� the� community� and�
�WKH����P�O���HWKQ�����������������WKH����QW����H�H�
classi�ed�as�criminal�tribes�in�1871,�leading�to�their�
marginalization.�In�post-Independence�India,�these�
criminal� tribes� are� known� as� "Denoti�ed� Tribes,"�
and�many�of�them,�including�the�Hakki�Pikkis,�are�
designated� as� scheduled� tribes� (Vikhar,� April� 24,�
2023).

The�Hakki-Pikki�and�its�associated�communities�
�E�H�YH� �OO���QG��K�O�G���� �QG� O�YH� �����G�Q�� W��
��QG�� O��H�W�OH��� ���W�P��� �QG� W��G�W��Q��� �KH��
��HG�P�Q�QWO�� �GKH�H� W�� �� P�W�����K�O� �����O�
structure.� The� community� comprises� four� clans:�
Gujrathia,� Kaliwala,� Panwara,� and� Mewara�
(Deepak� and�Sindhu,� 2017).�Within� these� clans,� a�
K�H����K���O��W���W��H�H���W�����WK�������W���K�OG�Q��
the�top�position�and�Mewara�at�the�bottom.�These�
�O�Q�� ��Q� EH� �QWH���WHG� �QW�� WKH� ���WH� ���WHP�
�E�H�YHG��Q�W��G�W��Q�O���QG������HW��

The�Hakki-Pikki�community�practices�endogamy�
and� monogamy.� Marriages� between� cousins� are�
��H�H��HG�� �QG� WKH� ���W�P���� ��H� ��� P������H� ���
22� for�men� and� 18� for�women� (Drishti,� April� 24,�
2023).� They� are� non-vegetarians,� and� their� diets�
��H�Q�W���P�OHWHO�����O�WHG����P�WKH�Q�P�G�������
of�life.�The�nomadic�lifestyle�is�in�uenced,�in�part,�
by�their�dietary�practices.�During�traditional�ritual�
�QG��H�W�Y�O��H�HP�Q�H���WKH����H���H���HHW�G��KH��
like� Kajjaya� and� celebrate� in� their� unique� way�
(Deepak�and�Sindhu,�2017).

The� consumption� of� local� arrack� (sendi,� local�
sharab,�and�sarayi)�and�tobacco�items�is�prevalent�
�P�Q�� ���WK� �QG� HOGH��� �Q� WKH� ��PP�Q�W��
(Deepak� and� Sindhu,� 2017;� Mann,� 1981).� These�
��PP�Q�W��PHPEH��� �HO�� KH�Y�O�� �Q� ���H�W��� ����
their� livelihoods.�Primarily� living�a� semi-nomadic�
W��E�O� O��H�W�OH�������QGHG�E��Q�W��H��P�OH� ��P�O��
members� often� travel� outstation� for� labour�work,�
trade,�and�gathering�forest�products.�In�some�crucial�
��W��W��Q����Q�WKH����E�HQ�H��WKH���PHQ����WKH���P�O��
����PH�WKH���OH����WKH� ��P�O��KH�G��P�Q���Q��WKH�
K���HK�OG��QG��HQH��W�Q���Q��PH�E���HOO�Q��EH�G���
polishing�beads,�and�arranging�decorative��owers�
and�vases�(Deepak�and�Sindhu,�2017).

(WKQR�PHGLFLQH� �WUDGLWLRQDO�� 3UDFWLFHV� RI� WKH�
�RPPXQLW�

�K��� HWKQ��� ��PP�Q�W��� K�Y�Q�� �H��GHG� �Q� WKH�
dense� jungles� of� the� Indian� subcontinent� for� an�
H�WHQGHG� �H���G�� K��� GHYHO��HG� �W�� �QG��HQ����
knowledge� system� for� medicine,� utilising� locally�
�Y��O�EOH� PHG���Q�O� �O�QW�� �QG� KH�E�O� PHG���QH��
�Q� W��G�W��Q�O� KH�O�Q�� ����W��H��� �KH�� ����H���
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WKH� H��H�W��H� W�� W�H�W� ��OPHQW�� �QG� �GHQW���� WKHP�
(Drishti,� April� 24,� 2023;� MLA,� April� 21,� 2023).�
�KH� ��PP�Q�W�� K��� ��H�H�YHG� �QG� ����HG� �Q� �W��
aboriginal�healing�and�medicinal�knowledge�over�
�HQH��W��Q��E�����G����P��WK�

According�to�their�community�beliefs,�they�are�not�
�QWH�H�WHG��Q�G���O���Q��WKH��Q��HG�HQW�����H����W��Q�
PHWK�G���KH�O�Q��PHWK�G����QG�����HG��H�����WKH�H�
G����� W�� �Q�E�G�� �WKH�� WK�Q� WKH��� ��PP�Q�W���
�KH�H�������W��Q��EHO�H��WK�W�WKH�W��G�W��Q�O�H��HQ�H����
KH�O�Q����OO�EH�O��W���KH���W��G�W��Q�O�HWKQ���PHG���O�
���P�O����QG�PHG���W��Q����H� �Q���H�W�GHP�QG� �Q�
P�Q�����QW��H������QG�WKH����OG�����WKH����WHQ����
�YH��H���W��G��E���QH����QG��HOO�WKH���PHG���W��Q��

They� frequently� travelled� to� different� parts� of�
the�Indian�subcontinent�to�sell�their�valuable�home-
P�GH� ���G��W��� 2YH�� WKH� ���W� �H�� GH��GH��� WKH���
HQWH������Q�������W�K����OO��HG�WKHP�W��H����W�WKH���
products,�which�include�potent�plant-based�herbal�
���G��W������K��������WK��QG�P�����H����QWPHQW���
PHG���W��Q�� ���� ��OG�� �QG� ����K��� ���W��W���� �QG�
renal�calculi�(Vikhar,�April�24,�2023;�Drishti,�April�
24,� 2023).� Along� with� selling� items� made� from�
plants,�spices,�home�décor,�plastic��owers,�copper�
rings,�dolls,�scrunchies,�soft�toys,�rudraksha�beads,�
expensive� stones,� and� trinkets� (Guruprasad� HW� DO���
2015;� MLA,� April� 21,� 2023;� Deepak� and� Sindhu,�
2017;�Vikhar,�April�24,�2023;�Drishti,�April�24,�2023).

:D��RI�/LIH���HOLHIV��DQG��RPPXQLW��3UDFWLVHV

�H�HP�Q�H���QG���W��O��K�YH�EH��PH� �P���W�QW�
W��HYH���K�P�Q�EH�Q����Q�H�WKH�HY�O�W��Q������OW��H��
������� WKH� �O�EH�� �QG� WKH�� �H�YH� �� Y�W�O� ��OH� �Q�
HYH�����PP�Q�W����KH�H��H�YH��������QG��W�����WKH�
ful�lment�of�people's�beliefs� in�nature� (Prabhakar�
and� Gangadhar,� 2011).� Every� Indian� cultural�
����������K���� ��G�� �QG� �����W�� ���� �� Y���HW�� ���
social� reasons,� �rmly� believing� that� they� support�
WKHP��Q��OO����WKH���QHHG���QG���W��Q����KH������Q��
����O�E�O�GH�W���QG������W�����K����QG���W��O��P���
be�traced�back�to�prehistoric�human�communities.�
This�sacred�territory�of�India's�ceremonial�practice�
�������H�Q�W���O�EH�Q���EH��Q��W�WKH�O���W��Q�����WKH�
Indus�Valley�civilization�before.

Rituals� are� important� in� every� community� and�
have� taken� on� a� vital� role� while� completing� life�
cycle�rituals.�Although�the�Hakki�Pikki�community�
at� present� identi�es� as� Hindu,� they� have� their�
own� unique� culture,� history,� traditions,� customs,�
laws,� folklore,� deities,� and� belief� systems.� They�
are� religious-minded� people� who� have� a� strong�
EHO�H�� �Q� WKH��� GH�W�H��� �Q�H�W����� �QG� K�O�� �����W���
In� the�beliefs�of� the�community,� these�deities�and�

�����W����H��������WHG���WK� �HYH��O�����H��� ���K� ���
��Q�H�W��Q�� �K�OGE��WK�� P������H�� KH�OWK�� KH�O�Q���
������OW���O� �H�OWK�� �H�W�O�W��� WKH� ���WH�W��Q� ���
animals,��elds,�and�granaries,�and�some�guard�the�
Y�OO��H�E��QG���H��� �K��� ��W��O� ����W��H� ���� G�Y�QH�
entities� in� the� sancti�ed� land� of� India� started� at�
Indus�Valley�civilization�sites�before�the�pre-Vedic�
era�(Mookerjee�1989).

According� to� the� community� folklores,� some�
GH�W�H����Q�H��HO��K��W���QG�GHP�Q������WH�W�����Q�W�
snakebites,� or� heal� them� (Richard� 1983).� They�
�W��Q�O��EHO�HYH�WK�W�WKH�H���H��HOH�W��O�HQW�W�H����WK�
���H�Q�W���O����H�����KH��EHO�HYH� �Q� WKH�H���WHQ�H�
������H�Q�W���O�EH�Q����������G��Q���QG�EHQH���W����
��� K�P�Q��� �QG� ���H��Q��� ��H� P�GH� W�� �G��H� �QG�
remember� them�for�the�good�cause�and�well-being�
����OO� �Q� WK����Q�YH��H���KH����H�W����H��GH��YH�� WKH�
��W��O��� �QG� ���H��Q��� ��H� P�GH� W�� WKH� �Q�H�W�����
��G��QG�WKH������W����OO�GH��HQG����Q�WKH������W��O�
master�of�the�community,�and�they�will�invoke�these�
�����W��W��GH�W����WKH�HY�O������W��

�RU�� DQG� �KRXOLVK� 3UDFWLFH�� �� 7UDGLWLRQDO�
5LWXDO�RI�2IIHULQJ�IRU��L�LQH�(QWLW�

�YH��� �H���� ��� �H�� WKH���QG�� ��OHQG���� WK�W� ����
in� the�month�of�Ashadha� or� Adi� (June� 22� to� July�
22),� the� Hakki� Pikki� ethnic� group� observes� Gory�
�QG��K��O��K���W��O���Q�WKH�����PP�Q�W���Q�K�Q����
��� WKH��� �O�Q� GH�W�H�� �QG� �Q�H�W����� �KH� �QQ��O�
��W��O� �H�HP�Q�� ��� ��QG��WHG� E�� WKH� �K�H�� ��� WKH�
Hakki� Pikki� community,� who� acts� as� a� master�
��� �H�HP�Q�H��G���Q�� ��Q�W��H����H� �O��� ��W�� ��� ��
�����W��O� P��WH�� ��� WKH� ��PP�Q�W�� �K�� ��H��GH��
�YH�� WKH� ��W��O�� �QG� �H����P�� �� W��G�W��Q�O� ��W��O�
practice�known�as�gory�and�ghoulish.�He�performs�
these� rituals� under� the� in�uence� of� alcohol,� with�
WKH�������W�����WKH���G�����GGH��H����QG�K�O�������W��
supposedly� on� him� (Michael� R.� Patrao/Deccan�
Herald,�July�31).

�KH� �H�HP�Q��O� ��W��O� �QY�OYH�� �������Q�W��Q�
and� sacri�cing� animals� as� an� obligation� to� the�
G�Y�Q�W�H��� �KH� ��W��O� �Q�W��OO�� EH��Q����WK� �� �P�OO�
knife;�the�ceremonial�chief�pokes�a�hole�in�the�neck�
of� the�sacri�cing� animal.�As�part� of� religious�and�
ceremonial�rituals,�they�sacri�ce�animals�like�hens,�
���������W���E�OO���HW��

The� sacri�ced�animal� and�birds�will� be� cooked�
and�eaten�together�to�ful�l�their�blessing.�By�doing�
these�kinds�of�practices,�man�connects�rituals� that�
P��� ��QW��Q� ����K��� ��� Q�W��H�� GH���W� GHY�W��Q�
to� mother� earth,� and� ful�l� the� main� purposes� of�
��K�HY�Q�� WKH������OGO��GH���H��� �KH������OO����H�
�����W�����WK�����W��O��H�HP�Q����QG�����W��W����OH��
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for� life,� he� suckers� the� blood� from� it.� He� is� not�
satis�ed� and� also� dabbles� in� another� dangerous�
ritual:� taking�a� sweet�named�Kajjaya�(Adhirasam)�
���P���GHH����Q����E��O�Q����O���WK�K���E��H�K�QG��
(Michael�R.�Patrao/Deccan�Herald,�July�31).�After�
WK�W��WKH��K�H��G��W��E�WH�� �W���������G�P��������HG�
���G� EOH��HG� E�� WKH� ��G��� ��GGH��H��� �QG� K�O��
�����W���P�Q��WKH�W��EH����H��OH�

Animals� are� sacri�ced� to� whom� the� sacri�ces�
were� offered,� and� this� act� signi�es� that� all� the�
��P�O���W��Q���QG�HY�O�H�H����OO�EH���QH���KH�GH�W�����
remembered�for�timely�tasks�and�problem-solving,�
and� Indians� honour� their� forefathers� for� their�
��QW��E�W��Q�� W�� WKH� ��PP�Q�W��� �KH�H� �����W��
���WH�W�Y�OO��H�����P���O�P�W�H���QG������H��W����QG�
their�anger�is�believed�to�bring�bad�luck.

The� villagers� take� part� in� the� rituals,� fairs,�
�H�HP�Q�H��� �QG� �H�W�Y�O�� ��� WKH��� G�Y�Q�W�H��� �QG�
offerings� are�made� in� their� names.�Villagers�pray�
and�beseech�a�divine�being�for�the�ful�lment�of�their�
worldly�desires.�In�return,� they�seek� the�blessings�
��� WKH� GH�W�H�� WK����K� ���H�W�� �QG� ����K���H����
�KH�� �OH�G� W�� ��G��� ��GGH��H��� �QG� K�O�� �����W��
for� the�well-being�of� the�villagers,� for� the�healing�
��� G��H��H��� ���� �K�OGE��WK�� ���� �K�OG�HQ��� KH�OWK��
���� WKH��HO���H� ��� ��H�W��H��� ���� WKH� �����H��W�����
agricultural�wealth,�etc.�(Patil�and�Prabhakar,�2023;�
Patil,�Prabhakar,�and�Karthik,�2023;�Prabhakar,�and�
Patil,�2023).

After� the� ful�lment� of� their� desires� and�needs,�
they�offer�a�silver�ring;� silver�images�of� the�deity,�
�� ��OYH�� �K��Q�� �OP��� P�QH��� �QG� �Q�P�O�� ��H�
sacri�ced� as� a� token� of� gratitude� to� the� deity.�
Further,� they� strongly�believe� that� our�household�
deities� are� the� �rst� to� take� care� of� any� problems�
WKH�����H��Q�WKH���O�YH��EH���H��QG���WH��GH�WK���KH�
sacri�ced� animal� and� birds� will� be� cooked� and�
eaten� together� to� ful�ll� their� blessing.� By� doing�
these�kinds�of�practices,�man�connects�rituals� that�
P�����QW��Q�����K������Q�W��H��GH���W�GHY�W��Q�W��
mother� earth� (panchabhutas)� and� ful�l� the� main�
������H�� ��� ��K�HY�Q�� WKH��� P�WH���O��W��� GH���H��
(Patil� and� Prabhakar,� 2023;� Patil,� Prabhakar,� and�
Karthik,�2023;�Prabhakar,�and�Patil,�2023).

&21&/86,21

Hakki� Pikki� belongs� to� a� semi-nomadic� tribal�
������WK�W�P����WH�����P��QH��O��H�W���Q�WKH������
livelihood;� their� deities� also� migrate� along� with�
WKHP���K���HWKQ�������������Q�O�GHG��Q�WKH���KHG�OHG�
W��EH��Q�E�WK��W�WH��QG��HQW��O��H�H�Y�W��Q���WH����H��
to� avail� government� bene�ts� for� well-being.�

It� is� observed� that� the� community� is� socially,�
H��Q�P���OO��� ��O�W���OO��� �QG� HG���W��Q�OO��
backward,�with�a�very�low�literacy�rate.�Currently,�
WKH����H����P���O��HQ���HG� �Q�P�Q����W���Q���QG�
�HOO�Q�� �O�QW� H�W���W�� ��� �OWH�Q�W�YH� PHG���QH�� �Q�
India�and�abroad.�They�are�known�to�learn�several�
O�Q����H�����G�Q��WKHP��Q�E��WH��Q���W���O���O�OHYHO�
when� selling� their� crafts� and� low-cost�wares.� The�
��PP�Q�W�� �H��GHG� �Q� GHQ�H� ��Q�OH�� ���� �� O�Q��
time�and�created�its�plant�and�herb-based�medicine�
systems.� Their� traditional� medical� knowledge� is�
in�high�demand� in�several�African�countries,� and�
they�have�established�a�market�worldwide�with�the�
KHO�����P�GH�Q�WH�KQ�O�����2QH������Q�W�Q�����H�W�
���WKH���PP�Q�W������W���������O��H��EHO�H�����WHP���
and� traditional� practices� and�customs.�As�per� the�
'Hakki-Pikkis'� traditional� beliefs� and� practices,� a�
god,�spirit,�or�supernatural�being�is�the�stakeholder�
of� the� sacred� offering� during� sacri�cial� ritual�
ceremonies.�At�this�juncture,�animals�are�sacri�ced�
as�a�token�of�gratitude.
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