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� ,QWHUQDWLRQDO�-RXUQDO�RI�3ROLWLFDO�6FLHQFH
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)HDW�UHV�DQG�&RQVHT�HQFHV�RI�,QGLD�V�0�OWL�SDUW��6�VWHP

�DQ�PDQWKDSSD�'����

2ULJLQDO��UWLFOH

�EVWUDFW

7KH�PXOWL�SDUW��V�VWHP�WKDW�FKDUDFWHULVHV�,QGLD�V�SROLWLFDO�ODQGVFDSH�LV�FUXFLDO�LQ�GHYHORSLQJ�
WKH� FRXQWU��V� GHPRFUDWLF� SURFHVVHV� DQG� JRYHUQDQFH�� 7KLV� DEVWUDFW� LQYHVWLJDWHV� WKH� PDMRU�
HOHPHQWV�DQG�UDPLILFDWLRQV�RI�,QGLD�V�PXOWL�SDUW��V�VWHP��7KH�PXOWL�SDUW��V�VWHP�LQ�,QGLD�LV�WKH�
SURGXFW�RI�D�YDULHG�DQG�SOXUDOLVWLF�VRFLHW��LQ�ZKLFK�GLIIHUHQW�SROLWLFDO�EHOLHIV��UHJLRQDO�LQWHUHVWV��
DQG�VRFLDO�FRQFHUQV�FRH[LVW��7KH�V�VWHP�LV�PDGH�XS�RI�VHYHUDO�SROLWLFDO�SDUWLHV�UHSUHVHQWLQJ�D�
ZLGH�UDQJH�RI�EHOLHIV�� IURP�VHFXODU�DQG�VRFLDOLVW� WR�FRQVHUYDWLYH�DQG�QDWLRQDOLVW��7KH� ,QGLDQ�
1DWLRQDO�&RQJUHVV��WKH�%KDUDWL�D�-DQDWD�3DUW���UHJLRQDO�SDUWLHV�VXFK�DV�WKH�6DPDMZDGL�3DUW���
WKH�7ULQDPRRO�&RQJUHVV��DQG�RWKHUV�DUH�DPRQJ�WKH�PRVW�QRWDEOH��9RWHUV�PD��YRLFH�WKHLU�YLHZV�
DQG�FRQFHUQV�DW�WKH�EDOORW�ER[�WKDQNV�WR�WKH�PXOWL�SDUW��V�VWHP��ZKLFK�HQFRXUDJHV�FRPSHWLWLRQ�
DQG�FKRLFH��,W�HQFRXUDJHV�LQFOXVLRQ�E��FDWHULQJ�WR�WKH�QHHGV�RI�PDQ��DUHDV��FRPPXQLWLHV��DQG�
VRFLDO� JURXSLQJV�� )XUWKHUPRUH�� LW�SURPRWHV�SROLWLFDO� FUHDWLYLW�� DQG� DGDSWDELOLW�� WR� FKDQJLQJ�
FRQGLWLRQV��7KLV�DSSURDFK��KRZHYHU��KDV�GUDZEDFNV��,W�IUHTXHQWO��UHVXOWV�LQ�QDWLRQDO�DQG�VWDWH�
FRDOLWLRQ�JRYHUQPHQWV��ZKLFK�FDQ�EH�XQVWDEOH�DQG�SURQH�WR�LQWHUQDO�WHQVLRQV��7KHVH�DOOLDQFHV�
QHFHVVLWDWH� FRQFHVVLRQV�� ZKLFK� PD�� LPSHGH� WKRURXJK� SROLF�� H[HFXWLRQ�� )XUWKHUPRUH�� WKH�
SUROLIHUDWLRQ�RI�SDUWLHV�FDQ�OHDG�WR�SROLWLFDO� ODQGVFDSH� IUDJPHQWDWLRQ�DQG�D�FRQFHQWUDWLRQ�RQ�
VSHFLILF�LGHQWLW��EDVHG�LVVXHV�UDWKHU�WKDQ�ODUJHU�QDWLRQDO�RQHV��7KH�PXOWL�SDUW��V�VWHP�LQ�,QGLD�
UHSUHVHQWV�WKH�FRXQWU��V�GHPRFUDWLF�FXOWXUH�DQG�GLYHUVLW���:KLOH�LW�SURYLGHV�FLWL]HQV�ZLWK�PRUH�
RSWLRQV�DQG�GLYHUVLW���LW�DOVR�SRVHV�JRYHUQDQFH�LVVXHV��7KH�V�VWHP�V�HIIHFWLYHQHVV�LV�GHSHQGHQW�
RQ�SROLWLFDO� DFWRUV�� FDSDFLW�� WR� IRUP� VXFFHVVIXO�FRDOLWLRQV� DQG� EDODQFH� UHJLRQDO� DQG�QDWLRQDO�
LQWHUHVWV��HYHQWXDOO��FRQWULEXWLQJ�WR�,QGLD�V�GHPRFUDF��V�YLWDOLW��DQG�GXUDELOLW��

.H��RUGV�� 'HPRFUDWLF� SURFHVVHV� DQG� JRYHUQDQFH�� 3OXUDOLVWLF� VRFLHW��� 3ROLWLFDO� FUHDWLYLW���
SROLWLFDO�ODQGVFDSH��'HPRFUDWLF�FXOWXUH�DQG�GLYHUVLW���5HJLRQDO�DQG�QDWLRQDO�LQWHUHVWV�

,1752'8&7,21

7KH� SUHVHQFH� RI� QXPHURXV� SROLWLFDO� SDUWLHV��
HDFK� UHSUHVHQWLQJ� GLYHUVH� LGHRORJLHV�� UHJLRQDO�

interests,�and�social�groups,�de�nes�India's�political�
landscape,� which� is� de�ned� by� a� vibrant� and�
G�QDPLF�PXOWL�SDUW��V�VWHP��D�IXQGDPHQWDO�DVSHFW�
RI� LWV�GHPRFUDWLF� IUDPHZRUN�� ,Q� WKLV� LQWURGXFWLRQ��
ZH�ZLOO�H[SORUH�WKH�NH��IHDWXUHV�DQG�LPSOLFDWLRQV�RI�

�R��WR�FLWH�WKLV�DUWLFOH�

+DQXPDQWKDSSD�'��*��)HDWXUHV�DQG�&RQVHTXHQFHV�RI�,QGLD�V�0XOWL�SDUW��6�VWHP��,QW�-�3RO�6FL������������������

��WKRUV� �IILOLDWLRQ�� $VVLVWDQW� 3URIHVVRU�� 'HSDUWPHQW� RI�
6WXGLHV� DQG� 5HVHDUFK� LQ� 3ROLWLFDO� 6FLHQFH�� 5DQL� &KDQQDPPD�
8QLYHUVLW���9LG��6DQJDPD��%HODJDYL���������.DUQDWDND��,QGLD�

&RUUHVSRQGLQJ���WKRU���DQ�PDQWKDSSD�'������$VVLVWDQW�
3URIHVVRU�� 'HSDUWPHQW� RI� 6WXGLHV� DQG� 5HVHDUFK� LQ� 3ROLWLFDO�
6FLHQFH��5DQL�&KDQQDPPD�8QLYHUVLW���9LG��6DQJDPD��%HODJDYL�
��������.DUQDWDND��,QGLD�

(PDLO��KDQXPDQWKDSSD�GJ#JPDLO�FRP

5HFHLYHG�RQ������������

�FFHSWHG�RQ������������
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,QGLD�V�PXOWL�SDUW��V�VWHP��VKHGGLQJ�OLJKW�RQ�KRZ�
LW�VKDSHV�WKH�FRXQWU��V�SROLWLFDO�G�QDPLFV�

.H��)HDW�UHV�RI�,QGLD�V�0�OWL�3DUW��6�VWHP�

��� 'L�HUVLW�� RI� 3ROLWLFDO� 3DUWLHV�� ,QGLD�
KDV� D� GLYHUVH� UDQJH� RI� SROLWLFDO� SDUWLHV�
UHSUHVHQWLQJ� GLIIHUHQW� EHOLHIV�� LQWHUHVWV�� DQG�
areas.� This� variety� re�ects� the� multicultural�
DQG� PXOWLOLQJXDO� SHRSOH� RI� WKH� QDWLRQ�� 7KH�
PXOWLSOLFLW��RI�SROLWLFDO�SDUWLHV�LV�D�NH��IHDWXUH�
RI� ,QGLD�V�PXOWL�SDUW�� V�VWHP��7KLV� YDULDWLRQ�
H[WHQGV�WR�SKLORVRSKLHV��JHRJUDSKLFDO�LQWHUHVWV��
DQG� VRFLRHFRQRPLF� GHPRJUDSK��� DPRQJ�
RWKHU� WKLQJV�� +HUH� DUH� VRPH� PDMRU� DVSHFWV�
RI� ,QGLD�V� SROLWLFDO� SDUW�� GLYHUVLW��� ,Q� ,QGLD��
the� plurality� of� political� parties� re�ects� the�
FRXQWU��V�YDULHG�VRFLHW��DQG�JLYHV�YRWHUV�ZLWK�
D�GLYHUVH� UDQJH�RI� RSWLRQV�GXULQJ� HOHFWLRQV���
:KLOH� WKLV� YDULHW�� DGGV� WR� WKH� OLYHOLQHVV� RI�
,QGLDQ�GHPRFUDF��DQG�HQVXUHV�WKDW�DOO�JURXSV�
DUH�UHSUHVHQWHG�� LW�DOVR�RIIHUV� LVVXHV�LQ� WHUPV�
RI� EXLOGLQJ� VWDEOH� DGPLQLVWUDWLRQV�� SROLF��
formation,� and� sustaining� a� uni�ed� national�
DJHQGD� LQ� WKH� IDFH� RI� YDU�LQJ� UHJLRQDO� DQG�
LGHRORJLFDO�LQWHUHVWV�

��� �RPSHWLWLRQ�DQG��KRLFH��'XULQJ�HOHFWLRQV��WKH�
PXOWL�SDUW��V�VWHP�JLYHV�YRWHUV�ZLWK�D�YDULHW��
RI� RSWLRQV��7KLV� ULYDOU��PRWLYDWHV�SDUWLHV� WR�
FODULI�� VHSDUDWH� SROLFLHV� DQG� DSSHDO� WR� WKH�
GHVLUHV�RI�YDULRXV�YRWHU�JURXSLQJV��7KH�PXOWL�
SDUW��SROLWLFDO�VFHQH�LQ�,QGLD�LV�FKDUDFWHULVHG�
E�� WZR� NH�� HOHPHQWV�� FRPSHWLWLRQ� DQG�
choice.�They�have�a�signi�cant�impact�on�the�
FRXQWU��V�SROLWLFDO�SURFHVVHV�DQG�JRYHUQDQFH��
+HUH�V� D� GHHSHU� ORRN� DW� KRZ� ,QGLD�V� PXOWL�
SDUW�� V�VWHP� PDQLIHVWV� FRPSHWLWLRQ� DQG�
FKRLFH�� :KLOH� FRPSHWLWLRQ� DQG� FKRLFH� DUH�
LPSRUWDQW� DVSHFWV� RI� ,QGLD�V� PXOWL�SDUW��
V�VWHP�� WKH�� DOVR� SRVH� REVWDFOHV�� 7KH�
H[SDQVLRQ�RI�SDUWLHV�FDQ�VRPHWLPHV�UHVXOW�LQ�
PDQGDWHV�WKDW�DUH�IUDFWXUHG��IRUFLQJ�FRDOLWLRQ�
DGPLQLVWUDWLRQV� WKDW� DUH� OHVV� VWDEOH� DQG�
ef�cient.�Furthermore,�voters�must�negotiate�
D�SOHWKRUD�RI�DOWHUQDWLYHV��ZKLFK�FDQ�RIWHQ�OHDG�
WR�FRQIXVLRQ�RU�VWUDWHJLF�YRWLQJ��1RQHWKHOHVV��
WKH�FRPSHWLWLYH�FKDUDFWHU�RI�,QGLD�V�HOHFWLRQV�
DQG� WKH� RSWLRQV� DFFHVVLEOH� WR� YRWHUV� DUH�
FULWLFDO� FRPSRQHQWV� RI� WKH� FRXQWU��V� UREXVW�
GHPRFUDF���HQVXULQJ�WKDW�SROLWLFDO�SDUWLHV�DUH�
KHOG� UHVSRQVLEOH� WR� WKH� GLIIHUHQW� GHPDQGV�
DQG�DPELWLRQV�RI�WKH�,QGLDQ�SRSXODWLRQ�

��� �RDOLWLRQ� 3ROLWLFV�� %HFDXVH� RI� WKH� JURZWK�
RI� SDUWLHV�� FRDOLWLRQ� DGPLQLVWUDWLRQV� DUH�
SUHYDOHQW�DW�ERWK�WKH�QDWLRQDO�DQG�VWDWH�OHYHOV��

7R� DFKLHYH� D� PDMRULW�� LQ� OHJLVODWLYH� ERGLHV��
SDUWLHV�IUHTXHQWO��FUHDWH�FRDOLWLRQV��&RDOLWLRQ�
SROLWLFV� DUH� FRPPRQ� LQ� ,QGLD�V� PXOWL�SDUW��
V�VWHP�� QRWDEO�� DW� WKH� QDWLRQDO� DQG� VWDWH�
OHYHOV�� %HFDXVH�QR�VLQJOH� SROLWLFDO� SDUW��KDV�
DQ� DEVROXWH� PDMRULW�� LQ� OHJLVODWLYH� ERGLHV��
YDULRXV�SROLWLFDO�SDUWLHV�MRLQ�WRJHWKHU�WR�FUHDWH�
D�JRYHUQPHQW�RU�DOOLDQFH��+HUH�V�D�FORVHU�ORRN�
DW�,QGLDQ�FRDOLWLRQ�SROLWLFV��,Q�,QGLD��FRDOLWLRQ�
SROLWLFV� UHSUHVHQWV� WKH� FRXQWU��V� SROLWLFDO�
SOXUDOLW�� DQG� DFFRPPRGDWHV� LWV� LQKDELWDQWV��
GLIIHUHQW� LQWHUHVWV� DQG� JRDOV�� :KLOH� LW� FDQ�
FRQWULEXWH� WR� VWDEOH� DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ� DQG�
LQFOXVLYH�SROLF�PDNLQJ��LW�DOVR�SRVHV�REVWDFOHV�
LQ� WHUPV�RI�FRDOLWLRQ�FRKHVLYHQHVV�� DYRLGLQJ�
RSSRUWXQLVWLF� EHKDYLRXU� E�� LQGLYLGXDO�
SDUWLHV�� DQG� HQVXULQJ� WKDW� WKH� JRYHUQPHQW�
tackles�major�national�issues�ef�ciently.�

��� 5HJLRQDO�3DUWLHV�� %HFDXVH� RI� ,QGLD�V� IHGHUDO�
V�VWHP��WKHUH�DUH�YDULRXV�UHJLRQDO�SDUWLHV�WKDW�
focus� on� problems� speci�c� to� speci�c� states�
RU�DUHDV��7KHVH�SDUWLHV�DUH�FULWLFDO�LQ�UHVROYLQJ�
ORFDO� SUREOHPV�� 5HJLRQDO� SROLWLFDO� SDUWLHV�
SOD�� DQ� LPSRUWDQW� UROH� LQ� ,QGLD�V� PXOWL�
SDUW�� SROLWLFDO� HQYLURQPHQW�� 7KHVH� SDUWLHV�
DUH�ODUJHO��FRQFHUQHG�ZLWK�WKH�LQWHUHVWV�DQG�
FRQFHUQV� RI� FHUWDLQ� VWDWHV� RU� DUHDV� RI� WKH�
FRXQWU���5HJLRQDO�SROLWLFDO�SDUWLHV�LQ�,QGLD�DUH�
D�WHVWDPHQW� WR� WKH�FRXQWU��V�YDULHW��DQG� WKH�
signi�cance�of�addressing�regional�demands�
ZLWKLQ�LWV�IHGHUDO�V�VWHP��7KH��KHOS�WR�NHHS�
,QGLDQ�GHPRFUDF��DOLYH�E�� UHSUHVHQWLQJ� WKH�
GLVWLQFW� GHPDQGV� DQG� FRQFHUQV� RI� GLYHUVH�
VWDWHV�DQG�UHJLRQV�

��� ,QFO�VLRQ�� 7KH�PXOWL�SDUW�� V�VWHP� SURYLGHV�
IRU� WKH� SDUWLFLSDWLRQ� RI� PDQ�� FRPPXQLWLHV��
FDVWHV�� DQG� VRFLDO� JURXSLQJV� LQ� WKH� SROLWLFDO�
SURFHVV��HQFRXUDJLQJ�LQFOXVLRQ��,W�V�PEROLVHV�
WKH� FRXQWU��V� GHGLFDWLRQ� WR� H[SUHVVLQJ� WKH�
PDQ�� GLIIHUHQW� YLHZV�� FRPPXQLWLHV�� DQG�
LQWHUHVWV�WKDW�H[LVW�WKURXJKRXW�LWV�EURDG�DQG�
YDULHG� VRFLHW��� ,W� LV� FULWLFDO� XQGHU� ,QGLD�V�
PXOWL�SDUW��V�VWHP�WR�HQVXUH�WKDW�WKH�SROLWLFDO�
SURFHVV� DFFRPPRGDWHV� WKH� GLIIHUHQW� YLHZV�
DQG� GHPDQGV� RI� LWV� SRSXODWLRQ��� +RZHYHU��
LVVXHV� OLNH� DV� HTXLWDEOH� UHSUHVHQWDWLRQ��
UHVROYLQJ� KLVWRULFDO� GLVSDULWLHV�� DQG� GHDOLQJ�
ZLWK� LGHQWLW�� EDVHG� SROLWLFV� DQG� YRWH� EDQN�
SROLWLFV�UHPDLQ�PDMRU�FRQFHUQV��1RQHWKHOHVV��
LQFOXVLYHQHVV�UHPDLQV�D�FRUQHUVWRQH�RI�,QGLD�V�
UREXVW�DQG�G�QDPLF�GHPRFUDWLF�V�VWHP�

��� �FFR�QWDELOLW���7KH�HVWDEOLVKPHQW�RI�VHYHUDO�
SDUWLHV� HVWDEOLVKHV� D� V�VWHP� RI� FKHFNV� DQG�
EDODQFHV��ZLWK�RSSRVLWLRQ�SDUWLHV�VFUXWLQLVLQJ�

+DQXPDQWKDSSD�'��*��)HDWXUHV�DQG�&RQVHTXHQFHV�RI�,QGLD�V�0XOWL�SDUW��6�VWHP
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DQG�KROGLQJ�WKH�UXOLQJ�SDUW��DFFRXQWDEOH�IRU�
LWV�DFWLRQV�DQG�SROLFLHV��:KLOH�DFFRXQWDELOLW��
LV� D� EDVLF� FRPSRQHQW� RI� ,QGLD�V�PXOWL�SDUW��
democracy,�it�is�fraught�with�dif�culties.�The�
LPSRUWDQFH�RI�PRQH��LQ�SROLWLFV��WKH�QHFHVVLW��
for�campaign��nance�reforms,�and�the�often�
JODFLDO� VSHHG� RI� DFFRXQWDELOLW�� SURFHGXUHV�
DUH�MXVW�D�IHZ�RI�WKH�SUREOHPV��1RQHWKHOHVV��
,QGLD�V�PXOWL�SDUW��V�VWHP�JLYHV�LQGLYLGXDOV�
D� YDULHW�� RI� ZD�V� WR� NHHS� WKHLU� SROLWLFDO�
OHDGHUV�DQG�SDUWLHV�UHVSRQVLEOH��DGGLQJ�WR�WKH�
JHQHUDO�KHDOWK�RI�WKH�FRXQWU��V�GHPRFUDF��

,PSOLFDWLRQV�RI�,QGLD�V�0�OWL�3DUW��6�VWHP�

��� 6WDELOLW�� DQG� ,QVWDELOLW��� &RDOLWLRQ�
governments,� although� re�ecting� varied�
LQWHUHVWV�� FDQ� EH� XQVWDEOH� RZLQJ� WR�
GLVDJUHHPHQWV� DPRQJ� FRDOLWLRQ� SDUWQHUV��
&KDQJHV� LQ� OHDGHUVKLS� FDQ� KDYH� DQ� LPSDFW�
RQ� SROLF�� FRQWLQXLW�� DQG� JRYHUQDQFH�� ,W� LV�
FUXFLDO� WR� UHPHPEHU� WKDW� RYHU� WKH� �HDUV��
,QGLD�V�PXOWL�SDUW��V�VWHP�KDV�VHHQ�D�PL[�RI�
VWDEOH�DQG�XQVWDEOH�FRDOLWLRQ�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQV��
7KH� GHJUHH� RI� VWDELOLW�� RU� LQVWDELOLW�� YDULHV�
IURP�FRDOLWLRQ�WR�FRDOLWLRQ�DQG�LV�LPSDFWHG�E��
D�YDULHW��RI�IDFWRUV��LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�
FRDOLWLRQ�SDUWQHUV�� WKH�SRZHU�RI� WKH� OHDGLQJ�
SDUW��� DQG� VWDWH� DQG� QDWLRQDO� SROLWLFDO�
G�QDPLFV�� )LQDOO��� ,QGLD�V� SROLWLFDO� SOD�HUV��
FDSDFLW�� WR�PDQDJH� FRDOLWLRQ� G�QDPLFV� DQG�
solve�the�issues�of�instability�has�a�signi�cant�
in�uence� on� the� country's� governance� and�
SROLF��UHVXOWV�

��� 3ROLF�� �RPSURPLVHV�� 7R� NHHS� FRDOLWLRQ�
JRYHUQPHQWV� WRJHWKHU�� SDUWLHV� IUHTXHQWO��
KDYH� WR� FRPSURPLVH� RQ� WKHLU� SROLF�� JRDOV��
resulting� in� weakened� or� con�icting�
SROLFLHV�� 3ROLF�� FRPSURPLVHV� DUH� D� UHJXODU�
DVSHFW� RI� ,QGLD�V� PXOWL�SDUW�� V�VWHP�� ZLWK�
VXEVWDQWLDO� LPSOLFDWLRQV�� 7R� EXLOG� DQG�
VXVWDLQ� FRDOLWLRQ� JRYHUQPHQWV� LQ� D� YDULHG�
DQG� SOXUDOLVWLF� SROLWLFDO� FOLPDWH� ZLWK� PDQ��
SDUWLHV� UHSUHVHQWLQJ� YDU�LQJ� LQWHUHVWV� DQG�
LGHRORJLHV�� SDUWLHV� PXVW� IUHTXHQWO�� PDNH�
FRQFHVVLRQV� DQG� QHJRWLDWH� FRPSURPLVHV��
*LYHQ� WKH�UHTXLUHPHQW� IRU�FRDOLWLRQV� WR�UXOH�
HIIHFWLYHO��XQGHU�,QGLD�V�PXOWL�SDUW��V�VWHP��
SROLF�� FRPSURPLVHV� DUH� D� UHDOLVWLF� QHHG��
:KLOH� WKH�� FDQ� OHDG� WR� PRUH� EDODQFHG� DQG�
LQFOXVLYH� SROLFLHV�� WKH�� DOVR� RIIHU� SUDFWLFDO�
DQG� LGHRORJLFDO� LVVXHV�� 7KH� FDSDFLW�� WR�
PDQDJH�DQG�QHJRWLDWH�WKHVH�FRPSURPLVHV�LV�
FULWLFDO�IRU�SROLWLFDO�OHDGHUV�DQG�LV�HVVHQWLDO�WR�
,QGLD�V�IXQFWLRQLQJ��

��� ,GHQWLW�� 3ROLWLFV�� 5HJLRQDO� DQG� LGHQWLW��
EDVHG� SDUWLHV� FDQ� RIWHQ� HFOLSVH� QDWLRQDO�
SUREOHPV��GLYHUWLQJ�IRFXV�DZD��IURP�JUHDWHU�
GHYHORSPHQWDO� FRQFHUQV�� ,GHQWLW�� SROLWLFV� LV�
D� PDMRU� DQG� FRPSOLFDWHG� IHDWXUH� RI� ,QGLD�V�
multi-party�system,�having�rami�cations�that�
de�ne� the� country's� political� landscape� and�
JRYHUQPHQW��7KH�PRELOLVDWLRQ�RI�LQGLYLGXDOV�
RU� JURXSV� EDVHG� RQ� WKHLU� VRFLDO�� FXOWXUDO��
UHOLJLRXV�� OLQJXLVWLF�� RU� UHJLRQDO� LGHQWLWLHV� LV�
UHIHUUHG�WR�DV�LGHQWLW��SROLWLFV��7R�VXPPDULVH��
LGHQWLW�� SROLWLFV� KDV� ERWK� JRRG� DQG� EDG�
UHSHUFXVVLRQV� LQ� ,QGLD�V�PXOWL�SDUW��V�VWHP��
,W�KDV�WKH�SRWHQWLDO�WR�HPSRZHU�PDUJLQDOLVHG�
SRSXODWLRQV�DQG�VROYH�WKHLU�SUREOHPV��EXW�LW�
PD��DOVR�OHDG�WR�SRODULVDWLRQ��IUDJPHQWDWLRQ��
and� dif�culties� to� national� cohesion.�
7KH� SURSHU� KDQGOLQJ� RI� LGHQWLW�� SROLWLFV�
ZLWKLQ� ,QGLD�V� PXOWL�SDUW�� V�VWHP� UHPDLQV�
D� FKDOOHQJLQJ� DQG� FULWLFDO� IHDWXUH� RI� WKH�
FRXQWU��V�GHPRFUDWLF�JRYHUQPHQW�

��� 9RWHU� �KRLFH�� 9RWHUV� KDYH� WKH� RSWLRQ� RI�
VHOHFWLQJ�SDUWLHV�WKDW�PDWFK�ZLWK�WKHLU�YDOXHV�
DQG�LQWHUHVWV��EXW�WKH�SUROLIHUDWLRQ�RI�SDUWLHV�
FDQ� FRQWULEXWH� WR� YRWHU� FRQIXVLRQ�� ,QGLD�V�
diversi�ed�and�lively�political�scene�provides�
YRWHUV�ZLWK� D�YDVW� UDQJH� RI� SROLWLFDO�SDUWLHV�
DQG�FDQGLGDWHV�WR�FKRRVH�IURP��9RWHU�FKRLFH�
LV� D� SLOODU� RI� ,QGLD�V� WKULYLQJ� GHPRFUDF��� ,W�
NHHSV� SROLWLFDO� SDUWLHV� UHVSRQVLEOH� WR� WKH�
YRWHUV�� SURPRWHV� D� YDULHG� YDULHW�� RI� EHOLHIV�
DQG�LGHQWLWLHV��DQG�FKDQJHV�WKH�PDNHXS�DQG�
SROLFLHV� RI� JRYHUQPHQWV�� &LWL]HQV�� DELOLW��
WR� PDNH� HGXFDWHG� GHFLVLRQV� EDVHG� RQ� WKHLU�
SULRULWLHV�LV�FULWLFDO�WR�WKH�RSHUDWLRQ�RI�,QGLD�V�
PXOWL�SDUW��V�VWHP�

��� 7KH� QHFHVVLW�� IRU� �RQVHQV�V�� 5HDFKLQJ� DQ�
DJUHHPHQW� LV� D� FUXFLDO� QHFHVVLW�� DQG� DQ�
HVVHQWLDO� LPSOLFDWLRQ� RI� ,QGLD�V�PXOWL�SDUW��
V�VWHP��*LYHQ�WKH�QXPHURXV�DQG�VRPHWLPHV�
GLDPHWULFDOO�� RSSRVHG� LQWHUHVWV� DQG�
LGHRORJLHV�UHSUHVHQWHG�E��PXOWLSOH�SROLWLFDO�
SDUWLHV�� WKH� FDSDFLW�� WR� UHDFK� FRQVHQVXV�
becomes� critical� for� ef�cient� government�
DQG� SROLF�PDNLQJ�� &RQVHQVXV� EXLOGLQJ� LQ�
,QGLD�V� PXOWL�SDUW�� V�VWHP�� ZKHUH� SROLWLFDO�
YDULHW�� LV� D� GLVWLQJXLVKLQJ� HOHPHQW�� LV� QRW�
DOZD�V� VWUDLJKWIRUZDUG� DQG� PD�� QHHG�
SDWLHQFH�� GLVFXVVLRQ�� DQG� FRPSURPLVH��
+RZHYHU��LW�LV�VWLOO�DQ�LPSRUWDQW�PHWKRG�IRU�
WDFNOLQJ� WKH�QDWLRQ�V�FRPSOH[�FRQFHUQV�DQG�
HQVXULQJ�WKDW�SROLFLHV�DQG�FKRLFHV�UHSUHVHQW�
WKH�FROOHFWLYH� H[SHUWLVH�DQG� LQWHUHVWV� RI� WKH�
YDULHG�SHRSOH�
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��� 6WUHQJWK� RI� 2SSRVLWLRQ�� 7KH� PXOWL�SDUW��
V�VWHP� DVVXUHV� D� UREXVW� RSSRVLWLRQ��
ZKLFK� PD�� DFW� DV� D� FKHFN� RQ� WKH� UXOLQJ�
SDUW��V� DXWKRULW�� EXW� FDQ� DOVR� SDUWLFLSDWH�
LQ� REVWUXFWLRQLVW� SROLWLFV�� ,Q� ,QGLD�V� PXOWL�
SDUW��V�VWHP��WKH�VWUHQJWK�RI�WKH�RSSRVLWLRQ�
can� �uctuate� based� on� a� variety� of� factors,�
LQFOXGLQJ� WKH�QXPEHU�RI� RSSRVLWLRQ�SDUWLHV��
WKHLU� FRKHUHQFH�� OHDGHUVKLS�� DQG� SRSXODU�
VXSSRUW�� $� IUDJPHQWHG� RSSRVLWLRQ� PD��
VWUXJJOH�WR�KROG�WKH�JRYHUQPHQW�DFFRXQWDEOH�
in� some� cases,� but� a� uni�ed� and� organised�
opposition� may� greatly� in�uence� policy�
GHFLVLRQV� DQG� HOHFWLRQ� RXWFRPHV�� 7KH�
RSSRVLWLRQ�V�VWUHQJWK�LV�D�FUXFLDO�FRPSRQHQW�
RI� ,QGLD�V� GHPRFUDWLF� V�VWHP�� HQVXULQJ� WKDW�
WKH� JRYHUQPHQW� VWD�V� UHVSRQVLYH� WR� WKH�
GHPDQGV� DQG� FRQFHUQV� RI� WKH� SHRSOH�ZKLOH�
DOVR� UHVSHFWLQJ� WKH� YDOXHV� RI� DFFRXQWDELOLW��
DQG�RSHQQHVV�LQ�JRYHUQDQFH�

��� 5HSUHVHQWDWL�H� 'HPRFUDF��� 7KH� QRWLRQ�
RI� UHSUHVHQWDWLYH� GHPRFUDF�� LV� LQWULFDWHO��
HQWZLQHG� ZLWK� ,QGLD�V� PXOWL�SDUW�� V�VWHP��
$� UHSUHVHQWDWLYH� GHPRFUDF�� LV� D� W�SH� RI�
JRYHUQDQFH�LQ�ZKLFK�HOHFWHG�UHSUHVHQWDWLYHV�
DUH� FKRVHQ� E�� WKH� SHRSOH� LQ� IUHH� DQG� IDLU�
HOHFWLRQV� WR�PDNH� GHFLVLRQV� RQ� WKHLU� EHKDOI��
7KH� DSSURDFK� VWUHQJWKHQV� UHSUHVHQWDWLYH�
GHPRFUDF��LGHDOV�E��JXDUDQWHHLQJ�WKDW�YDULHG�
YLHZSRLQWV�DUH�KHDUG�DQG�FRQVLGHUHG� LQ� WKH�
SROLWLFDO� SURFHVV��� 7KH� PXOWL�SDUW�� V�VWHP�
VWUHQJWKHQV� UHSUHVHQWDWLYH� GHPRFUDF��
E�� SURYLGLQJ� YRWHUV� ZLWK� D� GLYHUVH� UDQJH�
RI� RSWLRQV� DQG� HQVXULQJ� WKDW� GLYHUVH�
perspectives�and�interests�are�re�ected�in�the�
political� arena.� This� system� re�ects� India's�
GHGLFDWLRQ� WR� GHPRFUDWLF� YDOXHV� DV� ZHOO� DV�
LWV�YDULHG�SRSXODWLRQ�V�DFWLYH�HQJDJHPHQW�LQ�
PRXOGLQJ�WKH�FRXQWU��V�GHVWLQ��

,Q� FRQFOXVLRQ�� ,QGLD�V� PXOWL�SDUW�� V�VWHP� KDV�
both� bene�cial� and� bad� consequences� for� its�
GHPRFUDF���:KLOH�LW�HQFRXUDJHV�YDULHW���LQFOXVLRQ��

DQG�FRPSHWLWLYHQHVV�� LW�DOVR�SRVHV�VWDELOLW���SROLF��
IRUPDWLRQ�� DQG� JRYHUQDQFH� LVVXHV�� 7KH� V�VWHP�V�
ef�cacy� is�determined�by�political�actors'� capacity�
WR� VWULNH� D� EDODQFH� EHWZHHQ� FRPSHWLQJ� LQWHUHVWV�
DQG� VWULYH� IRU� WKH� FRPPRQ�ZHOIDUH� RI� WKH� QDWLRQ��
7KH�PXOWL�SDUW��V�VWHP�LQ�,QGLD�LV�D�GLVWLQJXLVKLQJ�
HOHPHQW� RI� LWV� YLJRURXV� GHPRFUDF��� ZKLFK� LV�
distinguished� by� a� diversi�ed� and� complicated�
SROLWLFDO� HQYLURQPHQW�� 7KLV� V�VWHP�V� SULPDU��
FKDUDFWHULVWLFV� DQG� HIIHFWV� DUH� LQH[WULFDEO�� OLQNHG�
WR�WKH�FRXQWU��V�GHPRFUDWLF�IDEULF��7KH�PXOWL�SDUW��
V�VWHP�LQ�,QGLD�LOOXVWUDWHV�WKH�FRXQWU��V�GHGLFDWLRQ�
WR�GHPRFUDWLF�YDOXHV�DV�ZHOO�DV�LWV�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�
the�signi�cance�of�integrating�multiple�perspectives�
DQG� LQWHUHVWV�ZLWKLQ� LWV� SROLWLFDO� ODQGVFDSH��:KLOH�
LW� SRVHV� SUREOHPV� DQG� FRPSOLFDWLRQV�� LW� UHPDLQV�
D� FRUQHUVWRQH� RI� ,QGLD�V� YLEUDQW� DQG� G�QDPLF�
GHPRFUDF��� EURDGHQLQJ� SROLWLFDO� GLDORJXH� DQG�
ensuring� that� the� government� ful�ls� its� citizens'�
ZDQWV�DQG�DPELWLRQV�
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��� &KKLEEHU�� 3UDGHHS�� DQG� .HQ� .ROOPDQ�� ��������
)HGHUDOLVP� DQG� 3DUW�� &RPSHWLWLRQ� LQ� &DQDGD��
WKH� 8QLWHG� .LQJGRP�� ,QGLD�� DQG� WKH� 8QLWHG�
6WDWHV��3ULQFHWRQ�8QLYHUVLW��3UHVV�LV�DQ�LPSULQW�RI�
3ULQFHWRQ�8QLYHUVLW��

��� (��6ULGKDUDQ���������7KH�)HGHUDOLVP�([SHULHQFH�RI�
,QGLD�V� 6WDWHV�� ,PSOLFDWLRQV� IRU� WKH� ,QGLDQ�8QLRQ��
7KH�-RXUQDO�RI�)HGHUDOLVP���������SS���������

��� &KULVWRSKH� -DIIUHORW�������� 7KH�5LVH� RI� WKH�/RZHU�
&DVWHV� LQ� 1RUWK� ,QGLD�� ,QGLD�V� 6LOHQW� 5HYROXWLRQ��
+XUVW��&����&R�

��� $WXO� .RKOL� �������� ,QGLD�V� (FRQRPLF� *URZWK�
3ROLWLFV�� ����������� ���������� LQ� (FRQRPLF� DQG�
3ROLWLFDO�:HHNO����������

��� 1DUHQGUD� 6�� 6XEUDPDQLDQ�� 1DUHQGUD� 6��
6XEUDPDQLDQ�� 1DUHQGUD� 6�� 6XEUDPDQLDQ��
1DUHQGUD� 6�� (WKQLFLW�� DQG� 3RSXOLVW� 0RELOLVDWLRQ�
LQ� 6RXWK� ,QGLD�� 3ROLWLFDO� 3DUWLHV�� &LWL]HQV�� DQG�
'HPRFUDF������������:RUOG�3ROLWLFV���������
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